
 
 

CDS 2 2025 Answer Key – 5-Step 
Action Plan 

The CDS (Combined Defence Services) exam is conducted by UPSC for entry into the Indian 
Military Academy, Air Force Academy, Naval Academy, and OTA. 
The CDS 2 2025 answer key contains the correct answers to the questions asked in the exam. 
It’s a useful tool because: 
 

●​ You can calculate your expected marks. 
●​ It helps you predict whether you’ll clear the cutoff. 
●​ You can plan your SSB interview preparation or your next attempt accordingly. 

 

 

https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/classroom-course/cds-coaching-india


Who Releases the CDS Answer Key, and When? 
●​ Unofficial answer keys are released by coaching institutes like Major Kalshi Classes, 

Cavalier, and Baalnoi within hours of the exam. 
●​ The official answer key is released by UPSC on its website a few weeks later—usually 

after the final result. 
 

How Accurate Are Unofficial vs. Official Answer Keys? 
Unofficial keys are helpful for a quick review, but they might have a few mistakes. The UPSC 
answer key is 100% accurate, so use unofficial keys for rough analysis and wait for the official 
one for the exact answers. 

How to Download CDS 2 2025 Answer Key PDF (Sets A, B, C, 
D) 
 

 
 
You can easily download it once the answer key is released. Here's how you can download it: 
Follow the given step-by-step instructions: 
 

1.​ Go to the official UPSC website, which is: https://www.upsc.gov.in 
2.​ On the homepage, click on "Examinations" > "Answer Keys." 
3.​ Find the “CDS 2 2025” option in the list. 



4.​ Click the PDF link to download the CDS 2 2025 answer key for the subjects English, 
GK, and Maths. 

5.​ Make sure you choose the right question paper set (A, B, C, or D). 
 
 
Direct Download Tip: 
Coaching websites and educational portals also host direct links categorized by subject and set 
for faster access to the results. 

5-Step Action Plan After Checking the CDS 2 Answer Key 
Here’s a complete breakdown of what you should do after downloading the CDS 2 2025 answer 
key, based on the expert advice from MKC (Major Kalshi Classes): 
 
 
Step 1. Download Answer Key 
Get the correct question paper set – A, B, C, or D – from either: 

●​ The official UPSC website 
●​ Or reliable coaching portals like Major Kalshi Classes 

Then match your answers accordingly for the following: English, GK, and Mathematics 
papers. 
 
 
Step 2. Calculate Your Score 

●​ Use this simple formula to estimate your marks: 
(Correct × 1) – (Incorrect × 0.33) 

●​ Make sure to do this section-wise in order to know your performance in each paper. 
For example: 
If you got 60 correct and 15 incorrect in English: 
(60 × 1) – (15 × 0.33) = 60 – 4.95 = 55.05 
 
 
Step 3. Analyze Your Performance 
Once you’ve calculated your score, it’s time to break it down by asking yourself the following 
questions: 

●​ Did I do better in English than GK? 
●​ Was Maths my weakest subject? 
●​ Where did I lose the most marks? 

 
This breakdown will help you pinpoint your strengths and areas to improve in both cases- 
whether you're preparing for SSB or retaking CDS next time. 
 
 
 



Step 4. Check Expected Cutoff Regularly 
Now compare your score with the expected cutoff marks released by MKC or other trusted 
sources, which are mainly based on: 

●​ Paper difficulty 
●​ Student feedback 
●​ Past trends 

 
Illustration: 
If the expected IMA cutoff is 125 and you scored 132, you're likely in the safer zone, but if you’re 
close or below, plan your strategy accordingly (next step). 
 
 
Step 5. Plan Your Next Step Strategically 
Now it’s decision time: 
 
If you’re above the cutoff: 
Start preparing for the SSB interview right away. Work on your communication, physical fitness, 
and current affairs. 
 
If you’re below the cutoff: 
Don’t get discouraged. Use this time to review what went wrong and target the CDS 2026 exam  
with a new game plan. 
You can also: 
 

●​ Join a coaching program for weak areas 
●​ Solve previous year papers 
●​ Work on time management 

 

What is the Expected Cutoff for CDS 2 2025? 
The cutoff depends on several factors like exam difficulty, number of candidates, and vacancies. 
Based on Student Response & Analysis: 

●​ Students said the Maths paper was moderate to tough 
●​ GK was tricky, while English was moderate 

 
Expected cutoff (tentative): 

●​ IMA: 125±5 
●​ AFA: 140±5 
●​ OTA: 100±5 

 

https://www.majorkalshiclasses.com/classroom-course/ssb-interview-classes-india


What Are the CDS 2 Previous Year Trends: 
Checking previous year cutoffs will give you an idea. Cutoffs usually don’t change drastically 
unless the paper difficulty does. The CDS 2 2025 answer key is more than just a list of right 
and wrong answers; it's your first checkpoint on the road to becoming an officer.  
 
By following this very simple 5-step action plan for the CDS 2 Answer Key, you can not only 
analyze your performance but also make better decisions about what comes next. 
 
Whether you’re moving toward SSB preparation or aiming for a stronger comeback in CDS  
2026, this plan will give you complete structure, clarity, and direction for making the right 
decision. 
 
Don’t wait for results; take action now. Remember, how you respond after the exam is just as 
important as how you performed during it. 
 
For expert help, full solutions, and guidance for SSB, you can always turn to trusted platforms 
like Major Kalshi Classes. 
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